WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. A spread illuminating apparatus for illuminating two objects, the apparatus 
comprising: 

at least one light source; 

a light conductive plate having the at least one light source provided at one end 
surface thereof and adapted to allow light emitted from the at least one light source and 
introduced therein to exit out therefrom through two major surfaces thereof respectively 
toward a first liquid crystal display element which constitutes one of two objects to be 
illuminated, and which is disposed over one of the two major surfaces of the light 
conductive plate, and toward a second liquid crystal element which constitutes the other 
of the two objects to be illuminated, has a smaller display screen size than the first 
liquid crystal display element, and which is disposed over the other of the two major 
surfaces of the light conductive plate; and 

a reflecting means disposed at the other major surface of the light conductive plate 
having the second liquid crystal display element so as to cover at least areas not covered 
by the second liquid crystal display element, the reflecting means being adapted to 
reflect light toward the first liquid crystal display element. 

2. A spread illuminating apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the reflecting means 
is a reflector plate provided to cover the areas not covered by the second liquid crystal 
display element. 

3. A spread illuminating apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the reflecting means 
is a reflective polarizer plate which reflects P-polarized light and transmits S-polarized 
light selectively, or vice versa. 

4. A spread illuminating apparatus according to Claim 3, wherein the reflective 
polarizer plate has a same polarization plane as a polarizing means provided at a 
surface of the second liquid crystal display element facing the light conductive plate, the 
reflective polarizer plate substituting for the polarizing means. 

5. A spread illuminating apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the reflecting means 
consists of a reflector plate provided to cover the areas not covered by the second liquid 
crystal display element; and a reflective polarizer plate which reflects P-polarized light 
and transmits S-polarized light selectively, or vice versa, and which is provided so as to 
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cover entirely the other major surface of the light conductive plate having the second 
liquid crystal display element. 

6. A spread illuminating apparatus according to Claims 2 or 5, wherein the reflector 
plate has its reflectance matched with reflectance of the second liquid crystal display 
panel. 

7. A spread illuminating apparatus according to Claims 2, 5 or 6, wherein the 
reflecting means has its reflectance gradually varying at a given area close to the second 
liquid crystal display element. 

8. A spread illuminating apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the reflecting means 
is a reflective polarizer plate which reflects P-polarized light and transmits S-polarized 
light selectively, or vice versa, and which is provided entirely at and in direct contact 
with the other major surface of the light conductive plate having the second liquid 
crystal display element. 

9. A spread illuminating apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein the reflecting means 
consists of a reflector plate provided so as to cover the areas not covered by the second 
liquid crystal display element, and a reflective polarizer plate which reflects P-polarized 
light and transmits S-polarized light selectively, or vice versa, and which is provided 
entirely at and in direct contact with the other major surface of the light conductive 
plate having the second liquid crystal display element. 
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